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Fantastic RV Destinations Across the U.S.

Introduction

“The world is a book, and those who do not travel read
only a page.” - SAINT AUGUSTINE
When traveling the United States in your RV, the journey and the destination can be seen as
one and the same. The roads you travel merely connect the many sights and sounds that cover
this great land of ours. The options are plentiful, but without a proper guide, you could spend
your days driving around with no real place to go.
This e-book will highlight the many sights and sounds available to you as you make your way
across the United States, experiencing the majesty and splendor of our great country. Explore
the road less traveled with new and exciting state parks featuring an abundance of wildlife
and activities, such as fishing, hiking, and camping under the stars. Discover quaint coastal
towns packed to the brim with beautiful beaches and fun activities, such as whale watching and
surfing.
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Chapter 1:

The Pacific Coast States
The Pacific Coast of the United States hosts some of the most popular vacation destinations in the
country. Washington, Oregon, and California offer RV enthusiasts unlimited opportunities for idyllic
outdoor adventures. The choice is yours.
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Washington
Washington State has several options for outdoor enthusiasts – magnificent mountains reaching 14,000 feet into the sky, beautiful rainforests, graceful rolling rivers, and endless miles of
oceanfront beaches.
Explore Washington by driving along the Cascade Range, from Olympic National Park to North
Cascades National Park. This 200-mile trek offers exceptional beauty through the flora and
fauna living within this majestic mountain range.
Measuring more than 600 miles, the trails of Mount Rainier National Park are well known for
their alpine wildflower meadows, dense forests, glacial runoff, and gossamer waterfalls.
Visitors who are drawn to Washington for the water will like Westport Beach near Seattle,
which has a family-friendly atmosphere that appeals to surfers and beach dwellers alike.
Overall, Washington State provides exceptional opportunities for visitors to enjoy nature. Popular activities include hiking, biking, scuba diving, surfing, stand-up paddle boarding, strolling
along the beach, observing marine and wildlife, and riding on horseback.
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Oregon
Continuing down the Pacific coastline, many visitors will appreciate the warmer temperatures,
the Lewis and Clark expedition at the Columbia River Gorge, and the numerous relaxing
destinations brimming with local flavor.
On a clear day, it is possible to see 40 miles out into the ocean as the water spans along more
than 150 miles of Pacific coastline around Cape Perpetua. Equally fascinating is the display of
water that sprays up into the air from the Devil’s Churn and Spouting Horn.
In the Nestucca Bay area, visitors can enjoy a relaxing ride in a kayak or canoe. In the Sitka
spruce forests, 300-year-old trees are nestled among crystal-clear waterfalls and brilliant
wildflowers. The wonder of Oregon’s nature continues through its protected wetlands and the
Nestucca Bay Wildlife Refuge.
Sand dunes anyone? Come rent a dune buggy at the Umpqua Dunes. The glorious sand
mountains reach up to 500 feet – just before they plunge into the Pacific Ocean.
The entire state of Oregon offers popular historical and natural attractions as well as secret
getaways. Which one will become your new favorite?
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California
Many would consider California to be paradise on earth. The combination of perfect weather,
the beautiful Sierra Mountains, and endless beaches leave visitors in awe.
Traveling down the coastline is a good way to get the most from your trip. Some RV travelers
recommend driving from Channel Islands National Park to Sequoia National Park, where miles
of lavender fields, pine forests, and citrus orchards await.
Another popular spot is Kings Canyon National Park, where hikers can ponder their existential
purpose while studying granite, trout-filled lakes, ancient bristlecone pines, and glacier-carved
valleys.
Whether you wish to spend your time whale-watching, surfing, or watching the sun rise and set
over the Pacific, California will not disappoint.
City dwellers will find authentic cuisine and culture in the center of every city – Los Angeles,
San Francisco, and San Diego. There is no limit to the fun activities, organized tours, and
unencumbered wilderness in boundless, sunny California.
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The Northern Midwest States
If you are looking for a wild, outdoor adventure, you will surely enjoy the northern states that lie
just west of the Mississippi. At first look, this region may appear to offer only land-based activities
because (except for Minnesota, which borders Lake Superior) North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska,
Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, and Iowa are all landlocked. However, this region is adorned with
hundreds of lakes, rivers, and streams. Year round, visitors can enjoy fishing, boating, and other fun
outdoor activities. Let’s take a look at a few of them.
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Lake Metigoshe State Park
A quiet spot for a lakeside vacation lies at the Canadian border in North Dakota. Biking on
paved or mountain bike trails, hiking, fishing, canoeing, horseback riding, and cross-country
skiing are just a sampling of the activities available. Lake Metigoshe is a relaxing getaway in
which to enjoy the great outdoors.

Custer State Park
In South Dakota, the spectacular granite peaks at Custer State Park present a pronounced
challenge for rock climbers. Beyond the cliffs, 70,000 acres of land invite you to hike, bike and
horseback ride. In the summer months, visitors swim, boat, and jet ski on the lakes. One of the
most popular attractions is the abundant wildlife. Custer State Park is home to 1,300 bison, as
well as pronghorn antelope, bighorn sheep, mountain goats, elk, and a variety of fish.

Niobrara State Park
Did you know the word “Nebraska” is derived from a Native American word that means flat
water? Nebraska’s Niobrara State Park is situated on the Niobrara River near the point that
joins the Missouri River at the state’s northern border. Although swimming, fishing, and boating
on the river are quite popular, the park also features many other outdoor recreation options,
such as horseback riding, hiking, and watching the resident white-tailed deer, wild turkeys,
beavers, muskrats, minks, and many species of birds.
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Pomona State Park
Traveling with children? Pomona State Park in Kansas is a family favorite. It offers visitors
more options than you can imagine for outdoor recreation. The well-shaded campsites provide
a pleasant home base for the 490-acre park. While dad takes the boat out onto the 4,000-acre
Pomona Reservoir, the kids can swim, play volleyball or basketball, or just romp around on the
playground. In addition, families may enjoy horseshoes, disc golf, or an afternoon picnic.

Flandrau State Park
Looking for a winter wonderland? Flandrau State Park in southern Minnesota is an ideal
destination for relaxing fun in the great outdoors. Guests of all ages will enjoy ice skating,
sledding, and cross-country skiing. But the fun doesn’t stop there! In the summer months,
the park also provides opportunities for swimming, volleyball, playing on the playground,
and hiking. The prized feature is the Big Cottonwood River, which runs through the park and
provides breathtaking scenery and wildlife habitats.

Backbone State Park
Iowa’s first state park gets its name from the meandering ridge of bedrock carved by the
Maquoketa River, known as the Devil’s Backbone. The outdoor activities available at Backbone
State Park are limitless. The river dam forms Backbone Lake where visitors can enjoy
boating and trout fishing. No matter the weather, 21 miles of trails are available for mountain
biking, bicycling, hiking, snowmobiling, cross-country skiing, and much more. Rock climbers
specifically will enjoy climbing and rappelling from Backbone’s rugged dolomite limestone cliffs.

Page 8

Fantastic RV Destinations Across the U.S.

Chapter 3:

The Mountain States
Numerous attractions in the mountain states draw thousands of tourists each year. According to
the United States Census Bureau, the mountain states include Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Montana,
Nevada, New Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming. Exploring all of this region’s attractions could occupy RV
travelers for the rest of their lives! We will cover just a few of the national parks in the region to give
you a taste of the outdoor activities they offer.
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Yellowstone National Park
America’s first national park was established in 1872 to preserve the thousands of naturally
occurring geysers, such as Old Faithful. The park covers the upper northwest corner of
Wyoming with portions extending into Idaho and Montana.
Looking for wildlife? Black bears, grizzly bears, wolves, bison, elk, and deer, just to name
a few, thrive in these subalpine forests. The adventures abound at Yellowstone. There are
thousands of trails to hike with campsites in the backcountry, ready for exploration most of the
year. For ideal weather and fewer crowds, though, visit in the fall, before it begins to snow.
Enjoy a guided backcountry trip on horseback or llama (bicycles are allowed on paved roads
but not in the backcountry), or spend a relaxing afternoon on one of several lakes on a rented
kayak, canoe, or boat. You might even try to catch a few cutthroat trout, which are native to the
area.
During the winter, enjoy cross-country skiing and snowshoeing while trying to spot elk and
deer. Snowmobiles are also a popular way to explore the park.
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Zion National Park
The red-toned sandstone cliffs of Utah are breathtaking when viewed against a clear blue sky.
Zion National Park offers RV enthusiasts outdoor recreation options that compare to none. The
three campsites near the park can accommodate RVs of any size.
For ideal weather, visit Zion in the spring or fall, and avoid coming during the summer months
when temperatures can exceed 100 degrees and thunderstorms leave the sandstone weak.
Zion National Park is an ideal location for experienced “canyoneers,” who seek exploration
challenges that involve finding routes, rappelling, swimming, and hiking, all in the same day.
Expert kayakers will enjoy the class V whitewater in the Narrows.
Visitors who desire less of a challenge can explore the park by bike on paved roads or on
the Pa’rus Trail. Horseback riding is also a common way to explore the park. Hiking and
backpacking opportunities are available for all levels. As you enjoy the scenery, keep an eye
out for the nearly 300 different species of birds that find sanctuary at Zion.
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Rocky Mountain National Park
For an outdoor enthusiast, visiting Colorado’s Rocky Mountain National Park is like hitting the
jackpot. No matter the season, outdoor recreation options abound.
Enjoy the scenery as you ride your bicycle through the park on any of the paved roads. Or
get closer to nature by riding on horseback through the park. Explore the mountains through
more than 500 miles of trails for all abilities. Then spend the night at a backcountry campsite.
Staying out in the wilderness allows you to fully appreciate the beauty of this site.
At any time, Rocky Mountain visitors can catch glimpses of elk, mule deer, moose, black bears,
bighorn sheep, mountain lions, bobcats, coyotes, snowshoe hares, ermine, marmots, and
hundreds of species of birds. Fishermen will also enjoy spending the afternoon casting their
lines out over the lakes.
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States Surrounding the Great
Lakes
The states surrounding the Great Lakes region – Wisconsin, Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio –
offer diverse landscapes and exceptional opportunities for outdoor fun. Let’s take a closer look at
some of the most recommended parks in these states.
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Wisconsin
Wisconsin hosts a wide expanse of wilderness and plenty of outdoor activities to capture and
maintain the attention of any outdoor adventurer.
If you plan to head to Wisconsin, a great choice is Peninsula State Park, often considered
Wisconsin’s richest state park due to its abundance of offerings. Among the main attractions
are eight miles of shoreline and the Niagara Escarpment. Bicyclists and mountain bikers
alike will appreciate more than 20 miles of bike trails. The rolling terrain provides significant
challenges for in-line skaters as well as hikers.
Visitors can enjoy swimming at the beach or the incredible view while kayaking, sailing, or
cruising in a motor boat. Fishing for bass or trout is another popular activity. The park also
features a small 38-acre island that is accessible only by boat.
This park has it all! Volleyball and tennis courts, as well as a few nice playgrounds, makes sure
no one is left out. In the winter, cross-country skiing on well-groomed graded trails is available
along with designated areas for skate skiing, snowshoeing, snowmobiling, sledding, and
tubing.
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Michigan
Michigan is known for its proximity to the Great Lakes, but its dense forests are another
draw for outdoor adventurers. If you are looking for an opportunity to park your RV near an
environment that will allow you to explore virtually untouched wilderness, make your way
to Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park. The park was established in 1945, and is
Michigan’s only state-designated wilderness park.
These 60,000 acres, often referred to as “the Porkies,” are largely wilderness and provide
a comfortable home for black bears. Visitors who accept this survivalist challenge will be
rewarded by secluded lakes, miles of active rivers and streams, the shores of Lake Superior,
majestic waterfalls, and scenic cliff-top vistas. Hiking trails go on for 90 miles, cross-country
skiing trails extend for 26 miles, and ski runs feature a 641-foot vertical drop.

Illinois
Cache River State Natural Area is one of only a handful of locations in the United States where
four ecological regions overlap: wetlands, flood plains, upland forests, and limestone barrens.
The incredible diversity present in this 14,000-acre preserve is evident in both landscape and
wildlife.
While preserving this natural resource is the park’s main focus, many outdoor recreation
opportunities exist. Activities include hiking, biking, canoeing, fishing, birding, and wildlife
observation. The Barkhausen Wetlands Center educates visitors about the state of wetlands.
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The Cache River State Natural Area features more than 20 miles of designated foot trails
where visitors can see a 1,000-year-old bald Cypress tree with a buttress circumference that
exceeds 40 feet and a floating boardwalk that leads into the middle of Heron Pond. The Lower
Cache River canoe trail boasts six miles through a true cypress-tupelo swamp. Don’t miss out
on the opportunity to view the abundant wildlife in the Cache River State Natural Area.

Indiana
Turkey Run State Park is one of the most popular parks in all of Indiana. Its rich history and
geological features set it apart from other locations in the area. The sandstone gorges are
evidence of nature’s power over 300 million years ago.
Visitors will appreciate the view from the suspension bridge over Sugar Creek, which flows
through the heart of the park, and equestrians and hikers alike will enjoy numerous trails
through deep canyons and sandstone cliffs in these ruggedly beautiful hiking and bridle trails.
Canoeing and fishing on the river are popular activities for both locals and travelers. While
swimming is not allowed in the river, the park does feature an Olympic-sized swimming pool
where visitors can relax and play.
Visitors to Turkey Run State Park will recognize the signs of wildlife in the area: deer tracks,
beaver-chewed trees, pileated woodpecker excavations, and the rocking flight of the turkey
vulture.

Page 16

Fantastic RV Destinations Across the U.S.

Chapter 4: States Surrounding the Great Lakes

Ohio
The hidden natural paradise of Lake Hope State Park lies within Ohio’s Zaleski State Forest, a
rugged wilderness with many outdoor recreation options. In the winter, visitors enjoy sledding,
cross-country skiing, ice skating, and ice fishing while, in warmer months, a 120-acre Lake
Hope welcomes canoes, kayaks, rowboats, and the occasional motorboat.
Anglers will have their fill of bluegill, catfish, crappie, and largemouth bass, and swimmers too
can enjoy the water at a designated 600-foot beach near the beaver dam.
Hikers will face steep gorges and narrow ridges on moderately difficult hiking trails ranging
from 0.5 to 3.2 miles. Eight biking trails, rated moderate to difficult and extending from 0.5
to 7.2 miles, also cross the park. Steep hills and ravines occupy many of the trails, offering
challenges suited for intermediate and advanced cyclists. Thirty-three miles of bridle trail in the
state forest are available for riders with their own mounts.
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Southern States West of the
Mississippi
Oklahoma, Arkansas, Texas, and Louisiana cover quite a bit of land in the southern US, each with
a rich history and a variety of outdoor recreation options. Let’s see what opportunities await in the
southern states west of the Mississippi.
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Arkansas
There are no limits to the amazing adventures you can experience in Arkansas – the Nature
State. Extreme adventures are a specialty here with zip lines, ATVing, motocross riding, rock
climbing, bouldering, parasailing, hang gliding, parachuting, and skydiving covering just a few.
Horseshoe Canyon Ranch in Jasper is home to some of the most impressive streams, rivers,
and lakes in the country. Water lovers will also enjoy the Cossatot River, which offers class
IV and V rapids for canoeists and kayakers. Lake Ouachita is just one destination where
wakeboarders can practice their craft. If it’s stand-up paddle boarding that you like, come to
Beaver Lake. Let the Ozark and Ouachita mountain ranges provide majestic views and acres
of opportunities for your outdoor adventures.

Oklahoma
Visitors to Mountain Fork River in Oklahoma’s Beavers Bend State Park admire the serene
display of water cascading over the rocks as they paddle down the river in canoes surrounded
by fragrant pine trees and hardwoods. These cool, clear waters also provide fishermen with
a perfect spot to fish year round. For more river fun, visit Glover River for canoeing and bass
fishing.
If observing wildlife is your passion, head on down to Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge in
Lawton to see nearly 60,000 acres of free-range wildlife. Among the inhabitants are American
bison, Texas Longhorn cattle, coyotes, bobcats, and prairie dogs. After hiking Mount Scott, you
will be amazed at the gorgeous view of the mountains, prairies, lakes, and rock formations.
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Texas
At Big Bend National Park, visitors can participate in a wide variety of outdoor activities, such
as mountain biking, hiking, backpacking, swimming, rafting, kayaking, boating, and fishing.
You might even catch a glimpse of mountain lions, black bears, and other wildlife at 1,800
feet above sea level. Of the three campgrounds at the park, the Rio Grande Village RV
Campground is the preferred destination for many RV enthusiasts.
Looking for a riverbank vacation? Garner State Park sits on the Frio River in Concan, Texas. In
addition to swimming, fishing, paddling, and tubing, visitors can enjoy hiking in the nature trails,
bird watching, or playing miniature golf. Similar activities can be found at Devil’s River State
Natural Area on Devil’s River, and Del Rio on the Rio Grande River.

Louisiana
From the bayous to the Louisiana Gulf Coast, the “Sportsman’s Paradise” has plenty to offer
for those who love the outdoors. Louisiana is a favored destination for fishing – from deep sea
fishing in the Gulf of Mexico, to fishing in any one of the many lakes and rivers, such as Toledo
Bend or Lake Salvador. The coastal wetlands are ideal for fishing, and are also a perfect
setting for bird watchers to spot rare and endangered species.
If you are traveling with a family, be sure to make your way to Lake Bruin State Park in St.
Joseph, where you will find swimming, boating, playgrounds, and lots of fun in the sun. One
of the few road-accessible Gulf Coast beaches is Holly Beach – a great place to sit back and
relax as the waves roll in.
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Southern States East of the
Mississippi
Looking for an ideal getaway? Let’s examine the prime outdoor recreation destinations in Kentucky,
Tennessee, Mississippi, and Alabama. All of the featured parks offer full-service RV hookups and
amenities in addition to a wide range of attractive outdoor recreation opportunities.
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Kentucky
Taylorsville Lake State Park in Mount Eden, Kentucky, is a great destination for sportsmen
and families alike. All the essential RV services are available along with playgrounds and
laundry facilities. Boasting more than 3,000 acres of wilderness, Taylorsville Lake offers many
opportunities for outdoor adventures.
Fishermen can rent boats and fishing equipment at the marina and spend the day catching
bass, bluegill, and crappie. Water skiing, tubing, canoeing, and cruising on pontoon boats are
popular activities as well. Prefer to stay on land? More than 20 miles of multi-use trails lure
hikers, mountain bikers, horseback riders, and bird watchers through the park. Don’t miss this
beautiful destination.

Tennessee
Reported as America’s most visited national park, the Great Smoky Mountains National Park
in Gatlinburg, Tennessee, straddles the Tennessee and North Carolina border. The outdoor
adventures available in this magnificent park are plentiful. One of the favored features is the
numerous waterfalls. More than 85 inches of rain falls on the Smokies each year. The steep
mountainside elevation creates an ideal setting for numerous waterfalls throughout the park.
Camping, fishing, bicycling, picnicking, horseback riding, trout and bass fishing, and hiking on
more than 800 trail miles are just a few of the activities that draw outdoor adventurers to the
park every season of the year.
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While exploring more than 500,000 acres, visitors enjoy more than 1,500 types of plants and
wildflowers, cool mountain streams, spectacular fall foliage, and thousands of species of
wildlife, such as white-tailed deer, elk, and black bears. The Great Smoky Mountains National
Park offers outdoor recreation opportunities with an incredible backdrop.

Mississippi
Visitors of Trace State Park in Belden, Mississippi, experience amazing outdoor adventures
in this beautiful lakeside retreat. RV enthusiasts will appreciate Trace State Park’s plentiful
RV sites, which come equipped with all the essential services plus hot showers and laundry
facilities. Trace State Park is the perfect destination for family fun with playgrounds and many
other family-friendly features, including 18 holes of disc golf excitement at Old Warrior Run.
Trace State Park offers more than 35 miles of trails. Restricted to horseback riding and
mountain biking, these trails meander through a canopy of hardwoods and pines overlooking
the lake. Other trails vary in complexity and are open to hikers, ATVs, ORVs, mountain bikes,
motorcycles, and horseback riders. Interested in water sports? Water skiing is enjoyed year
round on Trace Lake. Also, more than 500 acres of fresh water is stocked with bass, catfish,
redear, bluegill, and crappie for your fishing pleasure. Come visit Trace State Park for an
outdoor vacation that you won’t soon forget.
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Alabama
Visitors to Oak Mountain State Park in Pelham, Alabama, enjoy rolling hills and majestic pine
forests along the edge of Beaver Lake. This picturesque park, which offers a full range of RV
accommodations, covers nearly 10,000 acres and features more than 50 miles of graded
trails for hiking and horseback riding, as well as the Oak Mountain BMX racing track. Several
beautiful lakes are available for fishing, renting pedal boats and canoes, or swimming.
Animal lovers will be impressed by the wildlife rehabilitation center, which cares for more
than 2,000 injured and orphaned animals each year. In addition, the Treetop Nature Trail,
an elevated walkway in the woods, gives visitors the opportunity to see hawks and owls that
cannot be returned to the wild in natural habitat enclosures. Deer are often seen in the wild,
while many other animals are well within reach at the petting zoo.
Most recently, visitors have begun to flock to Oak Mountain State Park for wakeboarding on
Beaver Lake. Flip Side Watersports’ wakeboard cable system pulls riders on wakeboards,
kneeboards, and inner tubes more than 800 feet across the lake at up to 20 mph. Experience
the latest development in outdoor adventure sports at Oak Mountain State Park.
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East Coast Delaware to
Virginia
Along the east coast, from Delaware to Virginia, the US offers a wide variety of beautiful landscape.
Let’s take a look at some of our top picks for outdoor RV destinations in the state parks of Delaware,
West Virginia, Maryland, and Virginia.
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Delaware
One of the most attractive outdoor recreation destinations in the country has to be Delaware
Seashore State Park in Rehoboth Beach, Delaware. The barrier island hosts the 2,825acre park and six miles of shoreline (Atlantic Ocean, Rehoboth Bay, and the Indian River
Bay). During the summer months, you might find swimming at the beach or riding the waves
exhilarating. Many sportsmen enjoy surf fishing, angling, crabbing, and clamming in designated
areas.
There is no shortage of things to do at Delaware Seashore State Park with horseback riding,
hiking, biking, wind-surfing, sailing, kayaking, and boating open year round. If you have a taste
for exploring untouched wilderness, Thompson Island, home to a salt marsh nature preserve,
will not disappoint.

West Virginia
As you look out across the wilderness from the 3,000-foot-high Bolar Lookout Tower, you’ll
understand that there’s no need to choose between the luxury of a resort and amazing outdoor
recreation activities at Pipestem Resort State Park in Pipestem, West Virginia. Every season of
the year, you will find limitless outdoor recreation opportunities around a comfortable resort.
Novice and experienced sportsmen alike will be attracted to the fishing opportunities, such as
fly-fishing for trout and bass in the Long Branch Lake and Bluestone River. Families with young
children or teens will find the RC tracks, disc golf, and pools at Pipestem ideal.
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Explore the park’s natural beauty on foot, bicycle, or horseback through 20 available trails. In
the winter, Pipestem offers sledding and cross-country skiing for hours of fun. And the best part
is, everything you need is available for rent at the park.

Maryland
Elk Neck State Park in North East, Maryland, is open year round for visitors to enjoy the
headwaters of the Chesapeake Bay. The 2,188-acre park features beachfront, marshlands,
and woodlands near the Northeast River. The spectacular view of the Chesapeake Bay and
Elk River from the Turkey Point Lighthouse are only a hint of the adventures that Elk Neck
offers.
Water sports complement biking and hiking of the uncompromised natural environment.
Favorite outdoor recreation includes boating, canoeing, fishing, and swimming, as well as
biking, hiking, and observing wildlife. Numerous programs benefit young outdoor enthusiasts
as well.

Virginia
Occoneechee State Park in Clarksville, Virginia, is a fisherman’s paradise. Although
Occoneechee boasts 2,698 acres of land, its 48,000 acres of water are the main attraction.
Both Buggs Island Lake and Lake Gaston are well known for the number and size of striped
bass, largemouth bass, bluegill, crappie, and perch.
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If you’re lucky, you might be able to grab a campsite that is right on the water where you can
fish from land or use the boat ramps to launch a motorized or non-motorized boat onto the lake.
Boat rentals are available. In addition to the fishing extravaganza, Occoneechee offers more
than three miles of woodland foot trails and a fifteen-mile-round-trip trail open to hiking, biking,
and horseback riding.

Page 28

Fantastic RV Destinations Across the U.S.

Chapter 8:

East Coast from North Carolina
to Florida
Traveling down the east coast from the Carolinas to Florida, a multitude of vacation destinations are
a perfect fit for RV enthusiasts. We just can’t wait to dive in to cover the state parks available in North
and South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida
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North Carolina
Visitors looking for a unique rock-climbing experience should not pass up the chance to
explore the exposed granite dome of Stone Mountain at Stone Mountain National Park in
Roaring Gap, North Carolina. This national landmark features a massive expanse of exposed
rock that sits 2,305 feet above sea level and can be seen from many miles away. In addition to
rock climbing and rappelling, the park holds many other adventures for visitors: trails for hiking
and horseback riding, trout fishing, and several historical sites. Stone Mountain National Park
is a beautiful place to explore.

South Carolina
One of the favorite East Coast beachfronts lies within Myrtle Beach State Park in South
Carolina. Each summer, visitors from across the country and beyond share more than a mile
of beautiful beachfront. Take a stroll on the boardwalk, swim in the ocean, or plant an umbrella
in the sand; sit back and enjoy the salty beachfront air. Visitors can also enjoy saltwater fishing
and crabbing from the pier, walking, hiking, or biking on numerous trails. There are even three
playgrounds for families with small children.

Georgia
If your ideal outdoor adventure involves observing wildlife in its native habitat, then add Reed
Bingham State Park in Adel, Georgia, to your travel destinations. This park features more than
1,600 acres of coastal plain and a 375-acre lake.
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It is home to numerous species, including gopher tortoises, spotted turtles, limpkins, indigo
snakes, bald eagles, American alligators, black vultures, and turkey vultures. Here visitors can
enjoy boating, water skiing, and fishing. Canoes and kayaks are available for rent.
And, for even more fun, there are seven miles of trails for hiking, as well as rental bikes,
playgrounds, and swimming. Reed Bingham State Park provides many opportunities for
visitors to drink in its diverse landscape while recharging their batteries.

Florida
Although Florida flaunts more than 663 miles of beachfront, John Pennekamp Coral Reef State
Park in Key Largo, Florida, may just be the state’s best destination for outdoor enthusiasts.
With 70 nautical square miles of undersea park, it is quite unique. Visitors are amazed by
the mangrove swamps, tropical hammocks, and marine life in the coral reefs, which can be
admired from a glass-bottom boat. Go scuba diving, snorkeling, canoeing, or kayaking; the
choice is yours. Fish in designated areas, swim at the beach, or explore the mangroves,
estuaries, and the beautiful tropical hardwood hammocks on the trails.
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Are you an adventurer at heart? The RV lifestyle is a perfect fit for outdoor enthusiasts. With so
many ways to explore nature, the question becomes, which outdoor vacation destination will satisfy
your hunger for adventure? There are hundreds of RV-friendly state parks in the Middle Atlantic
states of New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania but these stand out above the rest.
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New York
The Finger Lakes region of New York State has several enticing destinations. The spectacular
waterfall at Taughannock Falls State Park in Trumansburg puts it at the top of the list. Plunging
215 feet, the waterfall itself is worth the trip. Beyond the waterfall, the rocky cliffs tower 400
feet above a gorge and rim trails, while park campsites overlook scenic Cayuga Lake.
In addition to the breathtaking views, Taughannock Falls State Park offers many outdoor
recreation opportunities no matter the season. Winter visitors will enjoy cross-country skiing,
snowshoe trails, sledding, and ice skating on frozen ponds. In the summer, there’s swimming
on the beach, boating on the lake, or stand-up paddle boarding. There seems to be no limit to
the ways to enjoy nature at Taughannock Falls State Park.

New Jersey
Another amazing outdoor destination lies in northwest New Jersey. Worthington State Forest
in Columbia features more than 6,000 wooded acres of mature hemlock, chestnut oak, and
mixed hardwood in natural wilderness. Several geographic features make Worthington an
exceptional vacation spot, including the nearby Delaware Water Gap splitting the New Jersey
and Pennsylvania border. Canoe and kayak enthusiasts can also explore the scenic Delaware
River, while fishermen can angle to snag some of the abundant and native brook trout,
smallmouth bass, walleye, channel catfish, and American shad.
Dedicated hikers will enjoy more than 26 miles of hiking trails, varying in level of difficulty,
including a seven-mile section of the Appalachian Trail.
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A challenging climb 1,527 feet above sea level to the top of Mount Tammany rewards visitors
with a panoramic view of the Delaware Water Gap.
Of particular interest is the Sunfish Pond, which was carved out by glaciers during the last Ice
Age. Worthington State Forest provides picturesque views, hiking trails, and waterways to
satisfy outdoor adventurers who seek a challenging wooded destination.

Pennsylvania
Outdoor adventurers who visit Ohiopyle State Park in Ohiopyle, Pennsylvania, might feel as
if they have hit the jackpot. Considered the gateway to the Laurel Highlands, Ohiopyle State
Park encompasses 20,500 acres of rugged natural beauty. Every season offers a plethora of
remarkable activities for all skill levels.
The Youghiogheny River, which passes through the park, is one of the most popular
whitewater rafting destinations in the eastern United States, boasting up to class IV rapids.
Two natural water slides are also available in Meadow Run, and fishermen can enjoy trout
fishing in the river and smaller streams.
Rock climbers will also find great opportunities at Ohiopyle, with several walls providing toproping and sport routes for climbers of all abilities. With 79 miles of trails, the hiking possibilities
are endless. Each trail system has color-coded blazes with the level of difficulty posted.
Some areas are suitable for biking, horseback riding, cross-country skiing, snowmobiling, and
sledding as well.
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Owning your own RV is a great way to gain access to some of the best outdoor destinations in the
United States without depending upon flight schedules and hotel rates. Whether you are looking for
a particular type of activity, or long to explore a certain region, you have everything you need under
one roof.
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Vermont
Little River State Park located in Waterbury in central Vermont is part of the Mount Mansfield
State Forest. With access to the Waterbury Reservoir, it offers a generous selection of outdoor
activities. Water lovers will enjoy water skiing, boating, and swimming. Fishermen can spend a
quiet morning catching bass and trout. Are you more interested in the forest? Explore miles of
hiking trails, nature trails, and mountain bike trails, as well as a variety of camping areas.

New Hampshire
Another mountaintop destination is Pawtuckaway State Park in Nottingham, New Hampshire.
The picturesque Pawtuckaway Lake is a favorite destination for canoeing, kayaking, fishing,
and swimming at the beach. As you explore the trails, make your way to the mountain
top fire tower and then enjoy spotting beavers, deer, and great blue herons in the marsh.
Pawtuckaway State Park offers a variety of landscapes to please any explorer.

Maine
Mount Blue State Park in Maine’s Western Mountains is just hours from the traffic and chaos
of the city. Enjoy an amazingly wide range of outdoor recreation every month of the year. A
plethora of scenic trail systems provide plenty of options including, horseback riding, ATVing,
off-road biking, and hiking. During the winter, you can go cross-country skiing, snowmobiling,
snowshoeing, or ice skating, and a great option during summer months is Webb Lake, ideal for
canoes and boats, as well as fishing and swimming.
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Massachusetts
Like the other New England states, Hopkinton State Park in Hopkinton, Massachusetts, is
characterized by a stunning body of water. Hopkinton Reservoir makes this park especially
great for water lovers. Swimming is available at the beaches, and the lake is stocked with fish
and non-motorized watercraft, such as canoes, kayaks, and sailboats, which are charming in
their ubiquity. The extensive trail system is suitable for hiking, mountain biking, or horseback
riding. In the winter months, visitors enjoy cross-country skiing and snowmobiling.

Connecticut
Nestled in wooded splendor, the Peoples State Forest in Barkhamsted, Connecticut, offers
visitors the state’s finest fishing, camping, winter, and water sports. Visitors come for biking,
hiking, fishing, camping, cross-country skiing, and snowmobiling. The Barkhamsted Lighthouse
and several other cultural and historic sites add to its attractions.

Rhode Island
George Washington State Campground in Glocester, Rhode Island, consists of 4,000 tranquil
acres, including the shores of the Bowdish Reservoir. This serene setting offers amazing
natural beauty for visitors seeking respite from modern civilization. Enjoy observing wildlife,
fishing, boating, swimming, and ice skating at the reservoir. Plenty of trails for hiking and
mountain biking are available for your enjoyment as well.
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Conclusion
Whether planning a short getaway with the family or spending your retirement on the open
road, there is no shortage of things to do, see, and experience across the United States. This
guide should be used as a jumping off point, pointing you in the right direction so you can
make the most of your RV and the freedom that comes with owning one. Talk to locals and
explore the nooks and crannies of every city you visit to get a glimpse of the diversity and
wonder our country has to offer.
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